
ORDINANCE 2015-1031 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WAITSBURG, WASHINGTON, STATING 

INTENT TO BE ANNEXED TO AND JOIN WALLA WALLA COUNTY FIRE 

PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 2 AND MAKING A FINDING THAT THE PUBLIC 

INTERST WILL SERVED THEREBY, AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF A NOTICE 

OF INTENTION WITH THE WALLA WALLA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, 

REQUESTING THAT A SPECIAL ELECTION BE CALLED AND HELD ON THE 

ANNEXATION AT THE NOVEMBER 2015 GENERAL ELECTION DATE OR SOON 

THEREAFTER AS POSSIBLE, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 

ESTABISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Waitsburg and Walla Walla County Fire Protection District No. 

2 have engaged in a long-standing mutual aid agreement for fire protection services to the 

Citizens of Waitsburg; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City and Walla Walla County Fire District No. 2 representatives have 

been holding discussions concerning the potential annexation of the City to District and are in 

favor of moving the process forward; and  

 

WHEREAS, due to the separation of the City and County Fire Districts, it is in the public 

best interest to annex and consolidate into one fire department as a means to better utilize citizen 

funding and as a means of providing better fire protection services to citizens of Waitsburg and 

residents of Walla Walla Fire Protection District No. 2; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to initiate the process described in Chapter 52.04 

RCW for annexation of the City to the District, now therefore: 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WAITSBURG, WASHINGTON, DO 

ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Intent to Annex – Finding the Public Interest. The City Council hereby 

states its intent to have the City annexed to and join Walla Walla County Fire Protection District 

No. 2, subject to approval by the Walla Walla County Board of Commissioners and the voters of 

the City and the District. The City Council finds that annexation of the City to the Walla Walla 

County Fire Protection District No. 2 will serve the public interest of the Citizens of Waitsburg. 

The Board of Fire Commissioners of Walla Walla County Fire Protection District No. 2 is 

hereby requested to concur to the annexation and notify the Walla Walla County Commissioners 

so that an election may be called on the question. 

 



Section 2. Notice of Intent. The Mayor or his designee is hereby authorized to file a 

notice of intent with the Walla Walla County Commissioners seeking approval for annexation of 

the City to Walla Walla County Fire Protection District No. 2. The Mayor is further authorized to 

take all necessary steps to purse approval of the annexation by the Walla Walla County Board of 

Commissioners. 

 

Section 3. Election. The City Council hereby requests that the special election to be held 

on the annexation pursuant to RCW 52.04.071 be called for the November 2015 general election 

date or as soon thereafter as the same may be called consistent with the state law and the required 

approvals by the Walla Walla County Fire Protection District No. 2 and the Walla Walla County 

Board of Commissioners. 

 

Section 4. Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance 

should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 

invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other 

section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance.  

 

Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after publication 

of the attached summary, which is hereby approved. 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

    

Walt Gobel, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

    

Randy Hinchliffe, City Clerk 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

    

Jared Hawkins, City Attorney 


